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I shall be hardened against you, 
A shield tightened upon its rim. 

A stern oval to be pierced by no weapon, 
Metal stretched and shaped against you. 
For a long time I shall go 
Spanned by the round of my strength. 

Changeless, in spite of change, 

My resolve undefeated; 

Though now I see the evening moon, soon to wane. 

Stand clearly and alone in the early dark, 

Above the stirring spindles of the leaves. 
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Now that I know 
That passion warms little 
Of flesh in the mold, 
And treasure is brittle, 

I'll lie here and learn 
How, over their ground, 
Trees make a long shadow 
And a light sound. 
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